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be actually reproduced by the sight of an exciting
race. "We ourselves, speaking from the Christian
standpoint, do not, of course, for a moment
admit this to be true. The heavens declare to
the Christian the glory of a personal God, and
Epsom or Ascot does not ; but comparing the
breathless awe that is caused by the contempla-
tion of the firmament with the breathless sus-
pense caused when a great race draws to its
finish, the former is only higher than the latter
because it contains an affirmation and an evangel
that natural religion repudiates.

Let us now pass to the Religion of Beauty.
"With regard to this the author's position is
somewhat ambiguous, or perhaps it might be
more true to say that his views are somewhat
confused. He says in one place that God is by
no means the only object of religion, but only
its object par excellence; and he seems to
oscillate in his theory of Beauty between a
conception of it as one aspect of God, and the
conception of it as an object of worship co-
ordinate with Him. He accordingly has here
in view two classes of worshippers, one of which
might be typified by Mr. Pater or by Theophile
Gautier, and the bther by Wordsworth.